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axes. Michael was appointed bishop of Ephesus, but after
paying one visit to his diocese he returned to Constantinople
and took up his abode In the monastery of Manuel (p. 257).*
To the Studion, where he had studied in his youth and
which he had embellished, the Emperor Isaac Comnenus
retired, when pleurisy and the Injuries he received while
boar-hunting made him realize that he had but a short time
to live. In fact, he survived his abdication for one year
only, but during that period he proved a most exemplary
monk, showing the greatest deference to his abbot, and
besides performing other lowly duties acted as keeper of
the monastery gate. How thoroughly he was reconciled to
the exchange of a throne for a cell appears in the remark
made to his wife, who had meantime taken the veil at the
Myrelaion, c Acknowledge that when I gave you the crown
I made you a slave, and that when I took it away I set you
free.' His widow commemorated his death annually at the
Studion, and on the last occasion surprised the abbot by
making a double offering, saying, £ I may not live another
year/ a presentiment which proved true. According to
her dying request, Aecatherina was buried in the cemetery
of the Studion, cas a simple nun, without any sign to
indicate that she was born a Bulgarian princess and had
been a Roman empress.'2
On the occasion of the triumphal entry of Michael
Palaeologus into the city in 1261, the emperor followed the
eikon of the Theotokos Hodegetria, to whom the recovery
of the Empire was attributed, on foot as far as the Studion ;
and there, having placed the eikon in the church, he mounted
horse to proceed to S. Sophia.3
One of the sons of Sultan Bajazet was burled at the
Studion.4 The prince had been sent by the Sultan as a hostage
to the Byzantine Court, and being very young attended
school in Constantinople with John, the son of the Emperor
Manuel. There he acquired a taste for Greek letters, and
became a convert to the Christian faith ; but for fear of the
1	Attaliotes, pp. 304, 306 ; Glycas, p. 617 ; Scylitzes, pp. 738-39.
2	Scylitzes, pp. 649-51 ; Bryennius, p. 20.
3	Acropolita, p. 197.
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